


Agriculture Rural Development (Q.1 to Q.15):2021 

Note: From 2021 pattern consisted 15 objective type question and 6 descriptive type 
question in both ARD or ESI section 

2 marks Questionnaire 

I.1) The Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare has released the second advance
estimates of area and production of various horticultural crops for the year 2020-21 based
on information received from the States/UTs and other government source agencies. Union
Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Shri Narendra Singh Tomar informed that
under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, the farmer-friendly policies of
the government, tireless efforts of farmers and research of scientists resulted in
horticulture production of ______ in the year 2020-21. The production estimates are highest
so far and it reflects an increase of 9.39 million tonnes (2.93%) in comparison to 2019-20.

Q.1) As per recently released “2nd advance estimate of area and production of
Horticultural crops for the year 2020-21”, which state has the highest share among the
major vegetable producing states?

(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) uttarakhand
(c) Odisha
(d) Madhya Pradesh
(e) West Bengal

Answer - (e) 
Explanation - 
A direct question from 2nd advance estimate, an expected one at that too. 

Q.2) Which one of the following portals has been launched to provide information on
horticulture assessment management using Geoinformatics?

(a) FASAL
(b) CHAMAN
(c) MNCFC
(d) CCE
(e) KISAAN

Answer - (b) 
Explanation - 
This question can be both easy and challenging. It’s straightforward if you regularly follow 
PIB updates. For example, this question is based on a PIB release from August 3, 2021, 
which was covered at that time. If you had reviewed PIB consistently, you wouldn’t have 
missed it. Although the Portal was launched back in 2014-15, making it seem less expected, 
it's important to stay updated on such information. 



Q.3) As per recently released 2nd advance estimate of area and production of horticultural
crops for the year 2020-21, what is the horticulture production in the country in the year
2020-21?

(a) 330.98 million tonnes
(b) 345.68 million tonnes
(c) 329.86 million tonnes
(d) 32.68 million tonnes
(e) 33.98 million tonnes

Answer - (c) 

I.4) Organic products are grown under a system of agriculture without the use of chemical
fertilizers and pesticides with an environmentally and socially responsible approach. This is
a method of farming that works at grass root level preserving the reproductive and
regenerative capacity of the soil, good plant nutrition, and sound soil management,
produces nutritious food rich in vitality which has resistance to diseases.
India is bestowed with lot of potential to produce all varieties of organic products due to its
various agro climatic conditions. In several parts of the country, the inherited tradition of
organic farming is an added advantage. This holds promise for the organic producers to tap
the market which is growing steadily in the domestic and export sector.

Q.4) Which of the following Indian state is the first to become completely organic?
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Rajasthan
(c) West Bengal
(d) Sikkim
(e) Arunachal pradesh

Answer - (d) 

Q.5) Which of the following scheme is associated with organic farming in India?
(a) Paramparagat Krishi vikas yojana
(b) Pradhan mantri krishi sinchai yojana
(c) E-NAM
(d) Gramin Bhandaran yojana
(e) Pradhan Mantri fasal bima yojana

Answer - (a) 

Q.6) Which amongst the following states has largest area under organic farming?
(a) Andhra pradesh
(b) Sikkim
(c) Rajasthan
(d) Maharashtra
(e) Madhya pradesh



Answer - (e) 
Explanation – 
Madhya Pradesh tops the listwith 0.76 million ha of area under organic cultivation — that is 
over 27 per cent of India’s total organic cultivation area. 
The top three states — Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Maharashtra — account for about 
half the area under organic cultivation. The top 10 states account for about 80 per cent of 
the total area under organic cultivation. 

Q.7) Which of the following is the single largest category of crops under organic farming in
terms of commodities?

(a) Mango
(b) Rice
(c) Cotton
(d) Wheat
(e) Oil seeds

Answer - (e) 
In terms of commodities, fiber crops are the single largest category, followed by Oil Seeds, 
Sugar crops, Cereals and Millets, Medicinal/ Herbal and Aromatic plants, Spices and 
condiments, Fresh Fruit Vegetable, Pulses, Tea and coffee. 

As in option Fiber Crops not in the option that’s why Option e will be the answer 

Q.8) What is the name of process where the plants are isolated and acclimatized to the
climate where they are grown?

(a) Domestication
(b) Agronomy
(c) Erosion
(d) Hardening
(e) Genome editing

Answer - (d) 

Q.9) The Branch of Agriculture that deals with management of soil and water is called as?

(a) Agronomy
(b) Horticulture
(c) Allied activities
(d) Forestry
(e) Silviculture

Answer - (a) 



Q.10) The practice of forestry in areas devoid of tree growth and other vegetation situated
in places away from the conventional forest areas with the object of increasing the area
under tree growth is known as?

(a) social forestry
(b) agroforestry
(c) Extension forestry
(d) ecological forestry
(e) Mixed forestry

Answer - (c) 

1 Marks Questionnaire 

I.11) Government of India is committed to accord high priority to water conservation and
its management. To this effect _______ has been formulated with the vision of extending
the coverage of irrigation ‘Har Khet ko pani’ and improving water use efficiency ‘More crop
per drop' in a focused manner with end to end solution on source creation, distribution,
management, field application and extension activities.

Q.11) Which of the following schemes has been formulated with the vision of extending
the coverage of irrigation and improving water use efficiency?

(a) PMKSY
(b) PMJAY
(c) PMJDY
(d) PMSSY
(e) PMJJBY

Answer- (a) 

Q.12) Name the mobile app recently launched by government in order to facilitate the
‘One Nation-One Ration Card’ system in the country with an objective of benefitting
citizens in identifying the nearest fair price shop.

(a) One nation one ration app
(b) one ration app
(c) one nation app
(d) mera ration app
(e) modi mahotsav app

Answer - (d) 
Explanation - 

Q.13)  Soil that comprises of both sand, silt and organic matter is termed as................ 

(a) Sandy soil



(b) Clayey soil
(c) Loamy soil
(d) Both a and c
(e) None of these

Answer - (c) 
Explanation - 
A conceptual question directly from the Chapter “Soil Sciences”. 

Q.14)  What is the cropping pattern of Sugarcane with a short span crop orop that can be
harvested even before Sugarcane reaches maturity?

(f) Companion cropping
(g) Intercropping
(h) Nurse cropping
(i) Relay cropping
(j) Alternate cropping

Solution – (a) 

Q.15)  In which form of tillage is the soil left undisturbed from harvest to planting except
for nutrient injection?

(a) Minimum tillage
(b) Conservation tillage

(c) No tillage

(d) Sustainable tillage

(e) Fallowing

Solution – (c) 

 



Economic and Social Issue (1 to 15) :2021 

Note : From 2021 pattern consisted 15 objective type question and 6 descriptive type 
question in both ARD or ESI section 

2 Marks Questionnaire 

I.1) In a landmark initiative, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will launch Swachh Bharat
Mission-Urban 2.0 and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation 2.0 at 11
AM on 1st October 2021, at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi.

In line with the vision of the Prime Minister, SBM-U 2.0 and AMRUT 2.0 have been designed 
to realize the aspiration to make all our cities ‘Garbage Free’ and ‘Water Secure’. These 
flagship Missions signify a step forward in our march towards effectively addressing the 
challenges of rapidly urbanizing India and will also help contribute towards achievement of 
the Sustainable Development Goals 2030. 

Q.1) How much amount has been allocated under the Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0?

(a) 1.41 lakh crore
(b) 1.31 lakh crore
(c) 2.64 lakh crore
(d) 2.54 lakh crore
(e) 2.87 lakh crore

Answer - (a) 
Explanation -  
The answer to this question is 1.41 lakh crore. 

https://www.oliveboard.in/nabard-grade-a-2025-phase-2-crash-course-2081/


I.2) Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana (PMMY) is a scheme launched by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister on April 8, 2015, for providing loans up to ______ to the non-corporate, non-farm
small/micro enterprises. These loans are classified as MUDRA loans under PMMY. These
loans are given by Commercial Banks, RRBs, Small Finance Banks, MFIs and NBFCs.

Q.2) Under MUDRA Scheme, what is the maximum loan amount that can be offered to a
borrower?

(a) Rs 2 lakh
(b) Rs 5 lakh
(c) Rs 10 lakh
(d) Rs 20 lakh
(e) Rs 2 crore

Answer - (c) 
Explanation - 
This question is similar to the first question posted above. 

I.3) The new campus of National Institute of Fashion Technology in Panchkula was
inaugurated today by Sh. Piyush Goyal and Sh. Manohar Lal Khattar, Chief Minister,
Haryana.
During his address after the inauguration, Sh. Piyush Goyal applauded the efforts of various
teams, Architecture Department, NIFT, Haryana Technical Education and other
departments, which had worked on planning and construction of this campus.

Q.3) Which among the following ministries is/are headed by Shri Piyush Goyal?
1) Ministry of Commerce & Industry
2) Ministry of consumer affairs and food & public distribution
3) Ministry of textiles
4) Ministry of railways
5) Ministry of Labour and employment

Options: 

(a) all ministries are headed by Sh. Piyush Goyal
(b) 1,2 and 3 only



(c) 1 only
(d) 4 only
(e) 1, 2 and 4 only

Answer - (b)  
Explanation - 
Ministry of Commerce & Industry, Ministry of Consumer Affairs and Food & Public 
Distribution, Ministry of Textile are headed by Sh. Piyush goyal.  

Q.4) Recently, India’s new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is set to replace the 10+2
schooling system in India with a new _____ system.

(a) 5+3+3+3
(b) 5+4+3+3
(c) 5+3+3+2
(d) 5+4+3+2
(e) 5+3+3+4

Answer - (e) 
The New Education Policy (NEP) mandates compulsory schooling from ages 3 to 18, 
introducing three years of pre-schooling for children aged 3-6. The curricular structure shifts 
from 10+2 to 5+3+3+4, emphasising Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE). 

I.5) The mandate of the MGNREGA is to provide at least 100 days of guaranteed wage
employment in a financial year to every rural household whose adult members volunteer
to do unskilled manual work.

MGNREGA was implemented in 200 districts in the first phase with effect from February 
2006 and extended subsequently to additional 113 and 17 districts with effect from April 
1st 2007 and May 15th 2007 respectively. The remaining districts were included under the 
Act with effect from April 1st, 2008. Currently, the Act is under implementation in 644 
districts of the country with substantial rural population. 

Q.5) Under the MGNREGA Scheme, the duty of Programme Officer (PO) is to ensure that
anyone who applied for work gets employment. What is the maximum time within which
the PO has to provide employment?

[a] 30 days
[b] 90 days
[c] 120 days
[d] 7 days
[e] 15 days

Answer - (e) 
Explanation - 



Q.6) As per recently released, “INDIAN EDUCATION SECTOR IN INDIA INDUSTRY REPORT”,
India’s Online education market is forecasted to reach the value of $11.6 bn by which
year?

(a) 2025
(b) 2030
(c) 2026
(d) 2022
(e) 2050

Answer - (c) 

I.7) Along with regulating their general activities, the RBI also governs the banking
companies’ winding-up process. Winding up can be either through high court or it can be
voluntary winding up too.

Q.7) Identify the act mentioned in the above passage
(a) RBI Act 1934
(b) Banking Regulation act 1949
(c) SBI act 1955
(d) cooperative societies act 1912
(e) RRB Act 1976

Answer - (b) 
Explanation - 
The confusion often arises between the RBI Act and the Banking Regulation Act. However, if 
you think logically, since the paragraph relates to the powers of the RBI over banks, it falls 
under the Banking Regulation Act. The RBI Act primarily governs the functioning of the RBI 
itself, not the regulation of banks. 

Q.8) Which section of the Act mentioned in the above passage has been amended?
(a) Section 36
(b) Section 40
(c) Section 2
(d) Section 43
(e) Section 45

Answer - (e) 
Explanation - 
section 45, which was amended by RBI in 2021, 

Q.9) Which of the following statements related to above mentioned act is correct?
1. The act will not be applicable to Primary agricultural credit societies, Cooperative
societies whose principal business is long term financing for agricultural development.
2. The Bill allows the central bank to initiate a scheme for reconstruction or amalgamation
of a bank without placing it under moratorium.
3. The changes will not affect the existing powers of the state registrars of co-operative
societies under state laws.



Options: 
(a) all are correct.
(b) 1 and 2 are correct.
(c) 1 and 3 are correct.
(d) 2 and 3 are correct.
(e) only 1 is correct.

Answer - (a) 
Explanation - 

The above question is taken from amendment of BR act 1949 finalized and approved in 
2020.  

Instruction For.10 - Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (AB-PMJAY) was 
launched on 23rd September 2018. The salient features of AB-PMJAY are: AB-PMJAY is the 
world’s largest Government funded health assurance scheme. AB-PMJAY provides health 
assurance of up to Rs.5 Lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary healthcare 
hospitalizations. AB-PMJAY is a completely cashless and paperless scheme. The benefits 
under AB-PMJAY are portable across the country. There is no cap on family size, or age or 
gender. 

Q.10) The scheme envisions to help mitigate catastrophic expenditure on medical
treatment on which among the following:

1) covers up to 3 days of pre-hospitalization and 15 days post- hospitalization
expenses.

2) Covers both Non-intensive and intensive care services
3) The Beneficiary can visit any empaneled public or private hospital in India to avail

cashless treatment.
4) Implant Medical services are also provided, where necessary

Options: 
(a) 1 and 2 are correct
(b) 1, 2 and 3 are correct
(c) 1, 3 and 4 are correct
(d) 1 and 3 are correct
(e) all are correct

Answer- (e) 
Explanation - 
If you google PMJAY, you will find all the above features on the first page itself. That’s how 
easy this question is. Otherwise you can follow daily PIB or Govt Schemes session on our 
platform 

Q.11) Which among the following statements are not correct:



1) There is a Restriction on the family size, age or gender.
2) Services of the scheme are not portable across the country.
3) It provides cashless access to healthcare services for beneficiary at the point of

service.
4) The diseases once treated if reoccurred are also covered under the scheme.

Options: 
(a) all are correct.
(b) all are incorrect.
(c) 1 and 3 are incorrect.
(d) 2 and 3 are incorrect.
(e) 1 and 2 are incorrect.

Answer- (e) 
Explanation - 
Option 1 imposes a gender restriction, which is highly unlikely in a government scheme. 
Therefore, it can be ruled out. 
Option 2 restricts portability, which is not practical in an era where ration cards are 
becoming portable, and migration is common. Portability is essential for the success of any 
scheme, so this option can also be eliminated. 
Option 3 offers cashless access, which is beneficial for any scheme, as insurance generally 
relies on cashless services. This option seems reasonable. 
Option 4 covers reoccurrence, which should be allowed. There is no reason to restrict 
reoccurrence, making this option acceptable as well. 

1 marks Questionnaire 

Q.12) Which among the following are the beneficiaries of the schemes mentioned the
above passage

1) Home-based worker and Tailor
2) Construction workers
3) Mechanics and Painters
4) Handicraft workers

Options: 
(a) only 1 and 2
(b) only 1 and 3
(c) only 2, 3 and 4
(d) only 1 and 4
(e) all of the above

Answer- (e) 

Q.13) Which among the following is/are not one of the pillars of the policy mentioned in
the above passage?



(a) Access
(b) Affordability
(c) Equity
(d) Accountability
(e) Leadership

Answer- (e) 
Explanation - 
PMJAY focuses on providing insurance for medical treatment, emphasizing access, 
affordability, and equity. Accountability is naturally ensured through cashless treatment and 
the digital tracking system of PMJAY. Leadership, however, is not directly related to the core 
objectives of PMJAY and can therefore be easily ruled out. 

I.14) This policy brings a big positive change in the education of India. It is a framework for
elementary education till higher education which includes vocational training in both
urban and rural areas. The main aim of launching the National Education Policy 2022 is to
remodel India's education policy.

Q.14) The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved the
National Education Policy 2020 which is aligned to the 2030 Agenda for _______

(a) Development
(b) Green Growth
(c) Green Development
(d) 5th Technological Revolution
(e) Sustainable development

Answer- (e) 

Q.15) Which of the following statements is correct in relation with UNICEF data on child
education during pandemic?

1) 5-6 hrs of online education is less than 5-6 hrs of schooling education
2) During the pandemic, Indian education system largely served the URBAN students
3) Social service organizations in India helped in catering the students during Covid-19

pandemic.

Options: 
(a) all are correct.
(b) only 3 is correct.
(c) only 2 and 3 are correct.
(d) only 1 and 3 are correct.
(e) only 1 and 2 are correct.

Answer- (a) 
Explanation - 



Option 1 seems incorrect, but it's uncertain whether UNICEF made such a statement or not 

 Option 2 also appears correct; however, with Jio’s influence, internet access has indeed 
reached rural areas, so the accuracy of this statement is unclear. 

 Option 3 is definitely correct, which allows us to narrow down to options a, b, c, and d. 
However, determining the final answer requires more than just logical deduction. 

https://www.oliveboard.in/nabard-grade-a-2026-complete-course-phase-1-2-with-books-2093/


Descriptive Questionnaire 

ESI/ARD(2021) 

Q.1) What is cross breeding? Explain different methods of cross breeding? What are the
advantages and disadvantages of cross breeding (COMPULSORY QUESTION) (15
Marks/600 words.)

Q.2) Review the Minimum Support Price policy. (15 Marks, 600 words.)

Q.3) 'WTO policies have a dual effect on Indian Economy. Comment
(15 marks/600 words )

Q.4) What is drip irrigation? How can it change the face of agriculture? Discuss advantage
and limitations of drip irrigation? (COMPULSORY QUESTION) (10 marks/400 words.)

Q.5) What is social forestry? Explain its objectives and components.   (10 marks/400
words.)

Q.6) Farmers’ dependency on Non institutional sources of finance in agriculture sector is
on a decline. Comment.  (10 marks/400 words)

https://www.oliveboard.in/nabard-grade-a-2026-complete-course-phase-1-2-with-books-2093/
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